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February is Black History Month 
Black History Month is 
an annual celebration of 
achievements by Black 
people and a time to 
recognize their central 
role in history. 

Learn about and honor Black History Month with books, movies, 
music, programs, and digital resources from the Solano County 
Library. 

For a listing of featured events, click here.  

The San Francisco Chronicle also provided a listing of ten books to 
read during Black History Month. To view the list, click here.  

 

 

 

Follow on 

Twitter  

Important Numbers 
Resources and Dates 

District 2 Office 

(707) 784-3031 

Clerk of the Board & County 
Administrator's Office 

(707) 784-6100 

Veterans Services 

(707) 784-6590 

Health & Social Services 

(707) 784-8400 

Assessor/Recorder 

(707) 784-6200 

Resource Management 

(707) 784-6765 

Registrar of Voters 

(707) 784-6675 

Tax 
Collector/Treasurer/County 
Clerk 

(707) 784-7485 

Area Agency on Aging  

(707) 784-8960 

https://solanolibrary.com/services/black-history-month/
https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/books/black-history-month-20020930?utm_content=cta&sid=66917862250a3ec68c0dbeef&ss=A&st_rid=2734808c-7d48-4f57-ab58-9777f426def2&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=headlines&utm_campaign=sfc_morningfix
https://twitter.com/supervisorbrown
https://twitter.com/supervisorbrown
https://twitter.com/supervisorbrown


Flood watch issued for Bay Area as first 
storm in a month hits region 

With inclement weather rolling in for the weekend, please note that 
we could get flooded. Please clean gutters, pick up leaves, drive 
carefully. - Monica 

Rain from an approaching storm pattern that will have much of the 
Bay Area under a flood watch this weekend began to fall early 
Friday and is expected to pick up in intensity, according to the 
National Weather Service. 

“Everything seems to be on track,” NWS meteorologist Joe 
Merchant said as areas of the North Bay were first to feel the rain. 
He added that for much of Friday and into Saturday, the region 
would see a “steady batch of rainfall.” 

The heaviest precipitation on Friday is expected to hit areas of the 
North Bay in Sonoma and Napa counties, as the first wave of the 
system arrives. That storm is expected to have more of an 
influence in the northern part of the region and state, before a 
second round in the pattern rolls through closer to the central part 
of the region and state early early into next week. 

“The second pattern is gonna be a classic atmospheric river-type 
storm,” Merchant said. “The moderate to heavy rainfall is going to 
shift south.” 

To continue reading, click here.  

Information this week 

Solano County Sheriff's Office - 
Immigration Enforcement Questions 

From the Solano County Sheriff's Office: 

Dear Chair Mashburn and Supervisors, 

The purpose of this notification is to provide 
information regarding questions that have 
arisen about immigration enforcement in our 

communities and the role of the Sheriff’s Office in working with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

First and foremost, I want to emphasize that the Sheriff’s Office has 
always enforced, and will continue to enforce, laws fairly and 
equally, regardless of immigration status. If a crime is committed, 
our community can expect the Sheriff’s Office to provide the same 
level of service and resources, irrespective of immigration status. 

U.S. Social Security 

(800) 772-1213 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 

NATIONAL SUICIDE 
PREVENTION HOTLINE 

800-273-8255 

SPANISH LINE 

888-628-9454 

DEAF AND HARD OF 
HEARING 

800 799 4889 

FRIENDSHIP LINE FOR 
SENIORS 

800 971 0016 

CRISIS TEX LINE 

741741 

THE TREVOR PROJECT 
FOR LGBTQ YOUTH 

866-488-7386 

TRANS LIFELINE 
PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR 
THE TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY 

877-565-8860 

  

  

  

  

https://www.mercurynews.com/2025/01/29/the-rain-is-coming-the-rain-is-coming-bay-area-braces-for-end-of-dry-spell/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2025/01/30/flood-watch-issued-for-bay-area-ahead-of-storm-system/?campaign=sjmnbreakingnews&utm_email=940D4445C462C5C2840F057700&active=no&lctg=940D4445C462C5C2840F057700&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mercurynews.com%2f2025%2f01%2f30%2fflood-watch-issued-for-bay-area-ahead-of-storm-system%2f&utm_campaign=bang-the_mercury_news-breaking_news_alerts-nl&utm_content=alert


Regarding immigration enforcement, the Sheriff’s Office will 
continue to adhere to California Senate Bill 54 (2017), also known 
as the California Values Act. This law prohibits law enforcement 
from investigating, detaining, reporting, or arresting individuals 
solely for immigration enforcement purposes. However, we will 
continue to cooperate with all law enforcement agencies—local, 
state, and federal—on cases involving violent individuals, 
regardless of their immigration status. Our focus is not on 
immigration status; it is on public safety. 

The Sheriff’s Office remains committed to keeping our communities 
safe, and a resident’s immigration status does not influence how we 
enforce laws or solve crimes. Our community can expect the same 
high standard of public safety we have always provided. 

Respectfully, 
Brad DeWall, Undersheriff 

Presidental Executive Orders – How do 
they work? 
Types of executive actions of 
the President: 

• Orders 

• Memorandums 

• Proclamations 

Executive Orders are directed 
toward and govern the actions 
of government officials and agencies.  They have the force of law, 
only if it is founded on the authority of the president derived from 
the Constitution or statute and are required to be published in the 
Federal Register (the daily journal of the federal government) to 
notify the public.  In addition, executive orders don’t have to be 
approved and cannot simply be overturned by Congress, according 
to the American Bar Association (ABA).  However, Congress and 
the courts can potentially block executive orders in other ways. 

“Congress may pass legislation that might make it difficult, or even 
impossible, to carry out the order, such as removing funding.  Only 
a sitting U.S. President may overturn an existing executive order by 
issuing another executive order to that effect.” (ABA’s website) 

Good examples: include Roosevelt’s 1942 order authorizing the 
incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II, 
Truman’s 1948 executive order desegregating the U.S. military and 
President Obama’s 2012 order issuing Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA). 

Executive Memorandums are similar but differ in process:  They 
are not required to cite the president’s legal authority or be printed 
in the Federal Register, which makes them harder to track.  They 

  

  



are signed by the president and are used to manage administrative 
matters of the federal government. 

Obama issued over 400 memorandums on topics such as gun 
control to immigration and overtime regulations, while Trump used 
them during his first term to take actions such as tightening asylum 
laws and imposing tariffs on China. 

Presidential Proclamations, typically concern the activities of 
private individuals and do not usually have the force of law.  They 
are typically used to provide information about holidays, 
commemorations and federal observances.  A recent example is 
that Biden issued a proclamation announcing the death of former 
president, Jimmy Carter, in which her ordered flags to flown at half-
staff for 30 days and designated a National Day of Mourning. 

Sources: 

npr.com 

American Bar Association website 

Transgender rights under new 
Presidential Administration 

I received the following letter from a concerned member of the 
public. Let me be clear that my office will continue to work with all 
state and federal leaders to ensure that persons are protected 
under the law. 

"My stress levels have gone way up from the high levels they 
normally are at. As such, I am writing to you in hope that you or 
your team can perhaps start providing some guidance for us in your 
newsletters. 

Monica (I hope you're okay with me calling you Monica). I have no 
idea if you or your team are supportive of the Trans community or if 
you are one of the countless that would love it if we just 
disappeared, but I truly can't get any response from others. So, I 
am reaching out to you due to my concerns and fear. 

I don't have any idea how much you know about Donald Trump's 
decisions he has implemented regarding Transgender people but 
from what we have read, it is looking like EVERY SINGLE Trans 
person is going to have to DeTransition in their paperwork, even if 
they have physically fully transitioned. We are trying to find out if 
this is the case. 

Additionally, we are trying to figure out what laws are being broken 
on our part if we do not reverse our gender markers. Some of us 
having transitioned as far back as 60 years ago. 



We are terrified about what an arrest will mean to many of us. From 
what Trump has provided as the expectations, if we are arrested, 
we will be put in the jail that matches our ORIGINAL GENDER. 
Many of us have gotten full surgical transitioning done. We no 
longer have a Penis but rather, we have a vagina. I don't know if 
you can envision what will happen when we are put into a male 
prison but so far, too many Transwomen have died from rape. 

Now, many of us, people who have never been arrested in our 
lives. People who have spent the greater part of their lives JUST 
TRYING to live a peaceful and loving life could go to JAIL just for 
using the wrong Restroom.  

Worse, we could easily be targeted by people and harassed and 
falsely arrested for actions that we did not do, only to be found 
innocent at a later time, during of which, we will have been in jail. 
There are many people who would gladly do such a horrific thing 
like this. Heck, I myself have had run-ins where people have 
literally tried to hit me with their car in a parking lot. They heard me 
on my phone, identified my voice as male, and all I was doing was 
walking towards the hospital from my car in the parking lot. 

Please help us better understand what is happening so that we are 
not misreading into everything Donald Trump has provided. Please, 
many of us are terrified to leave our home even." 

For more information about this situation overall, consider reading 
this article from the ACLU.  

Westbound I-80 Express Lane in Vacaville 
opening as temporary HOV lane ahead of 
formal launch in late 2025 

 

The new westbound Interstate 80 (I-80) express lane between 
Vacaville and Fairfield will soon be open to California motorists as a 
temporary high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane. 

If all goes according to plan, we expect to pull up the barriers and 
cones currently occupying the lane by mid-February. Here’s what 
you need to know about temporary access: 

https://www.aclu.org/news/lgbtq-rights/trumps-executive-orders-promoting-sex-discrimination-explained


• Caltrans has made substantial progress on the express 
lane project, but the tolling equipment won’t be fully up and 
running until late 2025 at the earliest 

• In the meantime, Caltrans will soon open the far-left lane 
on westbound I-80 between the I-505 interchange and 
Airbase Parkway to high-occupancy vehicles, better known 
as carpool vehicles, with two or more travelers during 
posted hours. 

• Caltrans is currently in the final stages of installing HOV 
signage and striping the road. Once that is done, we will 
make a final announcement and open the temporary HOV 
lane. 

• Once open, the lane will be available to vehicles with two or 
more people on board on weekdays from 5 to 10 a.m. and 
3 to 7 p.m. 

• Outside of those hours, the lane will be open to all 

• Work to install tolling equipment will continue throughout 
this period, typically through overnight lane closures. As 
always, we ask motorists to please be mindful of their 
speed for the safety of our workers 

• We expect to formally launch the completed express lane 
by late 2025. Until then, please enjoy the extra room on 
westbound Interstate 80 beginning in mid-February 

To watch a short video about the project, click here.  

CHP Expands Support To Assist VPD In 
Addressing Reckless Driving & 
Sideshows 

From the Vallejo Police Department: 

The Vallejo Police Department (VPD) is proud 
to announce a collaboration with the 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) to address 
the ongoing challenges of sideshows and 
reckless driving within the City of Vallejo. This 
surge, initiated under the authorization of 
Governor Gavin Newsom, aligns with recently 
enacted legislation designed to strengthen 

enforcement and increase penalties for these dangerous activities. 

Governor Newsom recently signed four key assembly bills (AB) into 
law, empowering law enforcement to take stronger action against 
illegal sideshows and street takeovers: 

AB 1978: Grants law enforcement greater authority to impound 
vehicles involved in speed contests or exhibitions, regardless of 
whether the driver is arrested. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZ8vr8PHHqg&feature=youtu.be


AB 2186: Closes existing loopholes by allowing the impoundment 
of vehicles used in speed exhibitions within off-street parking 
facilities. 

AB 2807: Establishes standardized terminology for "sideshows" 
and "street takeovers" across California to streamline enforcement 
and prosecution efforts. 

AB 3085: Authorizes law enforcement to obtain warrants for the 
seizure and impoundment of vehicles associated with sideshows, 
including those used to support or facilitate these events. 

Beginning in the coming weeks, CHP will support VPD by 
conducting multiple operations per month during evening weekend 
hours. These operations will involve additional CHP officers 
supplementing VPD resources to enhance our ability to respond 
swiftly and effectively to sideshow activity. Together, the two 
agencies will enforce all California Vehicle Code (CVC) laws, 
aiming to deter and disrupt reckless driving while holding offenders 
accountable for jeopardizing public safety. 

"These additional resources will allow us to expand our efforts 
using both traditional and non-traditional enforcement strategies," 
said Chief Ta. "We are also developing follow-up investigation 
techniques to address these incidents effectively and deter future 
occurrences." 

The new legislation provides law enforcement agencies with 
essential tools to combat the growing threat of illegal street 
activities that endanger drivers, pedestrians, and neighborhoods. 

The partnership between CHP and VPD underscores our shared 
commitment to public safety and our determination to combat 
reckless driving and sideshows. This increased collaboration will 
create a safer environment for Vallejo's residents, businesses, and 
stakeholders. 

The Vallejo Police Department will continue to share updates on 
these operations and their positive impact on community safety. 

Western Monarch Count Comes to 
Solano County 
Every year, Western Monarch butterflies make their seasonal 
migration back to overwintering sites. This long migration happens 
during the fall into winter along the western coast of North America, 
and while most of these sites are further south, there are at least 
three in Solano County, two of which have been newly discovered.  

The Xerces Society has a program called the Western Monarch 
Count (WMC) which occurs from late October through early 
January collecting data on the population status of Western 
Monarch butterflies, which counts the number of monarchs 



clustering in trees and specifically where they are located. Solano 
County has a couple of overwintering sites which consist of clusters 
of large trees mainly redwood, eucalyptus, Monterey pine and 
cypress. 

This year, Solano RCD took an active role in helping to coordinate 
the Western Monarch Counts at Chapel Park, along with scouting 
two new potential overwintering sites at Glen Cove Waterfront Park 
in Vallejo and Touro University on Mare Island. These will be added 
to the WMC map of overwintering sites, and we plan to lead official 
counts in the years to come!  

Overall, counts have been lower than in previous years. Due to 
these low numbers, overall, a 95% decline since the 1980s with 
fewer than 2,000 being counted in 2020, the Fish and Wildlife 
service has proposed protection under the federal Endangered 
Species 
Act.  (https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invertebrates/Monarch-
Butterfly)  

If you would like to get involved in the overwintering counts next 
year or learn more about monarch butterfly overwintering, 
registration and information are 
at https://westernmonarchcount.org/ 

If you are interested in providing habitat for monarch butterflies 
around your home, please check out our monarch 
page https://www.solanorcd.org/resources/pollinator-
resources/monarch.html and sign up for our newsletter.  

 

Public hearings 

State Route 37 Sears Point to Mare Island 
Improvement Project 

 

State Route 37 is an important regional connection linking the 
north, east and west SF Bay Region following along the northern 
shore of San Pablo Bay. This 21-mile-long roadway from US 101 to 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__solanorcd.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D49d8b14478f856a8b53be707b-26id-3D3b4c45810b-26e-3D660c1abf29%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DqDs8vKI8BpdTtSANvZY3fsHLZ6_gssAcKtLvz6wIherRbg-fKdMRTiIDSSpXAipu%26s%3D-mQ6LG5Z76suV-yw-KTAXMnRqefDsTzGDkKzw6j-grM%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C64bff7d7c5204bf4fb1108dd4231806d%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638739502555790166%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xs%2B5JpHxVVSu%2FqK9uD3B%2Fj0A5LRv8PE9sg2ZOqOJo6c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__solanorcd.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D49d8b14478f856a8b53be707b-26id-3D3b4c45810b-26e-3D660c1abf29%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DqDs8vKI8BpdTtSANvZY3fsHLZ6_gssAcKtLvz6wIherRbg-fKdMRTiIDSSpXAipu%26s%3D-mQ6LG5Z76suV-yw-KTAXMnRqefDsTzGDkKzw6j-grM%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C64bff7d7c5204bf4fb1108dd4231806d%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638739502555790166%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xs%2B5JpHxVVSu%2FqK9uD3B%2Fj0A5LRv8PE9sg2ZOqOJo6c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__solanorcd.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D49d8b14478f856a8b53be707b-26id-3D1828e20f6d-26e-3D660c1abf29%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DqDs8vKI8BpdTtSANvZY3fsHLZ6_gssAcKtLvz6wIherRbg-fKdMRTiIDSSpXAipu%26s%3DlwW_lxA-3sGtfnojKW6XfJ0EvmEnCIw4krFo1oMoyEA%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C64bff7d7c5204bf4fb1108dd4231806d%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638739502555803693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ys%2FU0DaksqQvmj2ACmMnzT4LUlbNxStzPb7993ZWNzY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__solanorcd.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D49d8b14478f856a8b53be707b-26id-3D5b293b2fcc-26e-3D660c1abf29%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DqDs8vKI8BpdTtSANvZY3fsHLZ6_gssAcKtLvz6wIherRbg-fKdMRTiIDSSpXAipu%26s%3DNyKRt0rlyTCQC3ie7TuZ2PebWcN8BxY9ZU45b0qGfFY%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C64bff7d7c5204bf4fb1108dd4231806d%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638739502555818282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TNokikHpdcJlPxcOfERn8x6tWt738FPL%2BNm0vvBHzSE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__solanorcd.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D49d8b14478f856a8b53be707b-26id-3D5b293b2fcc-26e-3D660c1abf29%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DqDs8vKI8BpdTtSANvZY3fsHLZ6_gssAcKtLvz6wIherRbg-fKdMRTiIDSSpXAipu%26s%3DNyKRt0rlyTCQC3ie7TuZ2PebWcN8BxY9ZU45b0qGfFY%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C64bff7d7c5204bf4fb1108dd4231806d%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638739502555818282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TNokikHpdcJlPxcOfERn8x6tWt738FPL%2BNm0vvBHzSE%3D&reserved=0


I-80 connects job markets and housing within Marin, Sonoma, 
Napa and Solano counties. 

The future of the State Route 37 Corridor requires finding solutions 
to traffic congestion, periodic flooding, and rising sea levels. But it 
will also require balancing transportation needs with protecting and 
enhancing sensitive marshland habitats. Planning a long-term 
solution presents an opportunity to provide bicycle, pedestrian, 
transit, and carpool options for all travelers, and enhance the 
quality of life for residents and build stronger local and regional 
economy for all. Caltrans is working with its partner agencies, The 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission and the four North Bay 
County Transportation Agencies to develop a more resilient 
corridor. 

• Draft Supplemental Environmental Document (PDF) is now 
available for review. 

o Public Comment Period: Through February 3, 
2025. Comments may be submitted via the 
following methods: 

▪ Email to stateroute37@dot.ca.gov 
Postal Mail addressed to: 
Caltrans District 4 
ATTN: Skylar Nguyen, Senior 
Environmental Scientist 
P.O. Box 23660, MS: 8B, Oakland, CA 
94623-0660 

To view the SR 37 Projects Visual Library, click here. Below is a 
rendering of the proposed tolling Gantry East of the Tubbs Island 
Trailhead Road Intersection Looking East.  

Public safety workshop 
The Vallejo City Council is 
scheduled to hold a public safety 
workshop on Tuesday, February 
4, at 6:30 p.m. inside the Vallejo 
Room, located on the Lower 
Level of the John F. Kennedy 
Public Library, 505 Santa Clara 

Street in downtown Vallejo. 

The Vallejo City Council will be asked to conduct a workshop on 
public safety, receive staff presentation and community input and 
provide direction on next steps. 

To view the agenda, click here.  

 

 

https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects/37-project-partners
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/sr37-spmiip-supplementaldeir-2024-12-13r-ada-a11y.pdf
mailto:stateroute37@dot.ca.gov
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects/37-visual-library
https://vallejoca.portal.civicclerk.com/event/7342/files/agenda/10243


Community Workshop - Pedestrian and 
Cyclist Experiences 

Please join the city of Benicia's Community 
Development Department for an in-person 
and/or virtual workshop to share your 
pedestrian and cyclist experiences in the 
Eastern Gateway, surrounding the 
intersection of Military East and East Fifth 
Street. 

The in-person workshop will be held 
on Wednesday, February 5 from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at the Benicia Community 
Center, 370 E L Street. 

The virtual workshop will be held on Wednesday, February 12 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. by Zoom. 

Visit the project website for more information about the project and 
workshop: 

https://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/easterngateway 

Solano County General Plan community 
forum 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__links-2D1.govdelivery.com_CL0_https-3A-252F-252Ftinyurl.com-252F2fnnbban_1_01000194a8ed693a-2D4752727c-2D898f-2D458f-2Da838-2D23bb13a776cb-2D000000_5hSlOQUXiKuFaYIkUwMAbAq7Zcb2WfuNE6jIbyvOsWU-3D389%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DysndKabhm33EQsqyXuW7QNRsM_oylFXYoySx1hukppEJX2VT9MJxGGrbYMH2SFSu%26s%3Dp6YFga7dH8ZuAaJDAVRWRcYGMJY-wY57hYhgZlihVH4%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cee79b7f8cf764909dd9408dd3f27fabc%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638736163118332624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=85qdumM7nPj%2B%2B2%2BS4OULxSLjwHBH20SFQ1NeHKKM%2B8w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__links-2D1.govdelivery.com_CL0_https-3A-252F-252Fwww.ci.benicia.ca.us-252Feasterngateway_1_01000194a8ed693a-2D4752727c-2D898f-2D458f-2Da838-2D23bb13a776cb-2D000000_BlAydd-2Dr7nDK0QlQ4F2rBnmB5JCcj6v4gGuohoCac2w-3D389%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DysndKabhm33EQsqyXuW7QNRsM_oylFXYoySx1hukppEJX2VT9MJxGGrbYMH2SFSu%26s%3Da3dFvWQL21FBksIR3UyEjV2hd7xt51eXVBFKgxVU6jY%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cee79b7f8cf764909dd9408dd3f27fabc%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638736163118354777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c6XSXN2FyCClkounR0ELZ10GRpv2qkVqoDZCc%2BHBXlw%3D&reserved=0


To register, click here. For more information, click here.  

VCUSD Board of Education narrows 
down school closure and consolidation 
options for Feb. 19 vote 

On Wednesday, Jan. 22, the Vallejo 
City Unified School District (VCUSD) 
held a Governing Board Study 
Session to address the critical issue 

of school closures and consolidations. After further evaluation, the 
board identified three amenable options to move forward with and 
instructed staff to draft resolutions for a vote at the Feb. 19 regular 
board meeting. 

The proposed options, set to take effect at the start of the 2025-26 
school year, include the following: 

1. Mare Island Health and Fitness Academy Closure and 
Relocation of Vallejo Charter School: Mare Island Health 
and Fitness Academy will close. Vallejo Charter School will 
move to the Mare Island campus for the 2025-26 school 
year. The district would repurpose the Vallejo Charter 
School property. 

2. Reconfiguration of Loma Vista Environmental Science 
Academy: Grades 6-8 would move to Solano Widenmann 
Leadership Academy, converting Loma Vista into a TK-5 
school. The district will convert the middle school’s current 
space for expanded learning programs or other needs, 
such as professional development. 

3. Closure of Loma Vista Environmental Science 
Academy: The district will close the entire school and 
allocate the space for district use, excluding the farm. 

Additionally, discussions touched on the potential future 
consolidation of Pennycook Elementary and Steffan Manor 
Elementary into a single school and the closure and/or 
consolidation of Federal Terrace Elementary and Lincoln 
Elementary. However, these actions would not occur in this initial 
phase of cuts but are being considered for the 2026-27 school year 
and beyond. 

“We understand that these decisions significantly affect families, 
and we remain committed to prioritizing student success and equity 
throughout this process,” said VCUSD Superintendent Rubén 
Aurelio. “Our goal is to maintain fiscal responsibility while providing 
high-quality educational opportunities.” 

Discussions about school closures and consolidations stem from a 
steady decline in enrollment, ongoing deficit spending, and the 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/solano-county-general-plan-healthy-communities-tickets-1083329731389
https://sustainablesolano.org/


district's commitment to improving academic outcomes for all 
students. 

To accommodate a larger audience, the Board of Education will 
hold its Feb. 19 meeting at Mare Island Health and Fitness 
Academy, located at 400 Rickover St, Vallejo, CA 94592. 

The public portion of the meeting will begin at 6 p.m. and will be live 
streamed on the district's YouTube page for those unable to attend 
in person. Spanish translation services will be provided. For 
accommodations, please contact the superintendent’s office at 707-
556-8921 x50002. 

VCUSD encourages all community members to stay informed and 
participate in upcoming discussions. For more information, to view 
the recording of the study session, or to provide feedback, visit 
the district’s closure and consolidation website. 

Solano County Caregiver Forum 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.youtube.com_-40vcusdcommunications33%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DMomLJVsk3B6lNBRk64ocArXFtSdjd6dBw7u-ApLJ9kc%26m%3Dv9LxL1xTwTxjBU_BpT27ZOF65eRDWYHm8eoz5Jb3wTTDyLmsvsPoeFtZe7GUjyhz%26s%3DYhkmeguiYiEYXqutfCeoX1zkZ8cwHNzMcrFM1X_aQg8%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a0bbb33c5514f5b044508dd3cbedf4e%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638733512672179145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CYufHYbfEi2nkvKhLIci2mcA9qnVOYMPsz5wNACZpOM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__vcusdorg.finalsite.com_about-2Dus_closure-2Dand-2Dconsolidation%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DMomLJVsk3B6lNBRk64ocArXFtSdjd6dBw7u-ApLJ9kc%26m%3Dv9LxL1xTwTxjBU_BpT27ZOF65eRDWYHm8eoz5Jb3wTTDyLmsvsPoeFtZe7GUjyhz%26s%3DXU2RYD3O5g-4QFRKLmR3vjh1ef5YgRPzvINV_BKUdHA%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a0bbb33c5514f5b044508dd3cbedf4e%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638733512672204033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jcUZ5ZiWqVdCyBb3p%2BKYGfy2AwToW0dmEtleomHGqE8%3D&reserved=0


To register, click here.  

 

Updates from around Solano County 

Vallejo accepting applications for 2025 
Citizens Academy 
The city of Vallejo is pleased 
to announce the 2025 
Citizens Academy, aimed at 
empowering residents with 
valuable insights into city 
government and its 
operations. 

The Vallejo Citizens 
Academy, an 11-week interactive educational course, is designed 
to foster civic engagement, enabling participants to make a 
meaningful impact on our community. This will be the second year 
of the program, after a successful first year. 

"I'd like to encourage our residents to participate in the Citizens 
Academy and help improve Vallejo through knowledge of City 
services and sharing this knowledge with the Community," said City 
Manager Andrew Murray. "After learning about our departments 
and meeting with Directors, we also hope to attract more skilled 
and talented Vallejoans to join our Staff in making a difference." 

What is The Vallejo Citizens Academy? 

The Vallejo Citizens Academy is a comprehensive program set to 
span 11 weeks*, providing Vallejo residents with an in-depth 
understanding of City government and, more specifically, how the 
City of Vallejo operates. By offering this knowledge, the Academy 
aims to empower individuals to actively participate in the daily life of 
Vallejo, engage in the political landscape, and share vital 
information with their neighbors. Participants will gain a deeper 
insight into all City Departments, discovering aspects of the City's 
operations they may not have been aware of before. 

The Vallejo Citizens Academy is set to begin on March 5. Classes 
will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Vallejo Room, located below the 
JFK Library. To ensure an interactive and engaging experience, 
class size will be limited to 25 participants. A nominal fee of $25 will 
cover the cost of materials and light snacks provided throughout the 
duration of the program. 

For more information and to submit your application, 
visit www.myvallejo.com/CitizensAcademy. 

https://action.alz.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=700093515
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__dqqkuwhab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001MqGzDMljyzHHOYbg-2DqVvKOmIPxmSWlkUh9GjM5mEDfZayAzMj17g6sjtHr9cE-2Di4xa2eZ4EvEwnHw7ozy1lW2sBk7GFF8DgTRg4IKQVSaP-5FsXSPG144CMVFn9Me1fTG7isQROT7ogwsMTtrwaK-2DbSJhk-2DgC-2DiExgfThz8NIlMLE-3D-26c-3DCi3btOi7CVvhAce-5FXn1jZl3ol4VWY3-5FC0bHxdB-5FHTuGh6dYn-5FrssAA-3D-3D-26ch-3DYN2EUg81Hj5HBg0DNdMwGsw9mFSTFK5RfD8aCh-2D2TtEbHkXcArmd8A-3D-3D%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DMomLJVsk3B6lNBRk64ocArXFtSdjd6dBw7u-ApLJ9kc%26m%3DU0d9N3b2SzRqZt45slP6lWNoN-gbKtN138xCwWPC-ckThK1jrlRon7ugwCz2qWp-%26s%3DI38wJAY-fXlqZSa9U02eSm9w4ya24oU734noryHF_S4%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4e6a1418b31a49f702a208dd4151a749%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638738541761545009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=diEro%2Fgy4vOinlbjxy14Vt%2Fx53%2Bv45D5qCN13uMmeww%3D&reserved=0


 The class meets twice a month from March - July (plus graduation 
in July) 2025 

Solano Child Care Planning Council 
Forum 

From the Solano County Office 
of Education (SCOE): 

Solano County Office of 
Education, in collaboration with 
the Solano Child Care Planning 
Council and other community 
partners, is hosting its annual 
Child Care Planning Council 
Community Forum. 

This forum will provide valuable information on childcare options 
available throughout Solano County, including care for infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers, and school-age children. Families will learn 
how to access child care and related resources in the county. 
Parents, educators, childcare providers, and anyone interested in 
childcare is invited to attend. 

Research shows that children’s experiences during their first five 
years directly impact their brain development, influencing their 
health and ability to learn and succeed in school and life. Many of 
these early experiences take place in childcare settings, 
underscoring the importance of quality care for our youngest 
learners. 

The Solano County Child Care Planning Council Community 
Forum will be held on Saturday, February 1 at the Mary Bird 
Early Childhood Education Center, located at 420 E. Tabor 
Ave, Fairfield, CA, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Refreshments and childcare will be provided. Please register in 
advance. For questions, contact the Solano County Office of 
Education at (707) 399-4400. 

The Propulsion Lab w/ California State 
University Maritime 

This program offers a 
unique opportunity to 
explore the emerging field of 
bioeconomy, where natural 
resources and innovative 
technologies come together 
to create sustainable 

solutions for the future. Whether you’re new to the field or have a 
growing interest, we’re excited to learn more about you. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHIW3gI7cyFMUE0uwwqf0cFTjE4I2RLsSlR-WS45T-HxFqIg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHIW3gI7cyFMUE0uwwqf0cFTjE4I2RLsSlR-WS45T-HxFqIg/viewform


Please complete the form below, including a brief survey to help us 
understand your knowledge and interest in bioeconomy. 

The form can be found by clicking here.  

Exclusively Black prenatal groups hosted 
by Solano HEALs 

 

Starting February 5, Solano HEALs is providing an 8-week session 
to pregnant Black women living in Solano County who are seeking 
a supportive environment to learn how to process their trauma and 
develop techniques to support their pregnancy journey. 

Participants can expect doula led curriculum, improved insight into 
your pregnancy journey, and free giveaways. Interest form 
available here. 

Effective Black Parenting classes 

The Solano County Office of Education is proud to offer the 
Effective Black Parenting Training Classes, specifically designed 
for parents of color. 

This 8-week course is aimed at promoting family pride and 
cohesion, helping families set meaningful goals for their children, 
and identifying the necessary steps to achieve those goals. 
Through this interactive training, parents will gain valuable tools to 

https://form.jotform.com/242737321775158
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSf7I2xK4UKnnOa4xcjFsxNgayGQRzYMSvk_zbf3-yjOVACDXA%2Fviewform%3Fpli%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf0500fbc3855431e7cbd08dd1a31fe43%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638695524223747037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vUh2Oez22k2ynVQ4%2FzGBstxzktdN%2BNDp3Esbpp59lPk%3D&reserved=0


strengthen their role in their children's lives and ensure their 
success. 

The course time will be 5 to 6 p.m. central standard time (CST) 
and will be conducted primarily online, with in-person 
meetings every other Thursday.  

Participants will also have the opportunity to celebrate their 
achievements at a closing graduation ceremony on February 28th, 
2025.  

To register, click here.  

February events hosted by Fairfield PAL 
Teen Center 

Fairfield PAL is getting ready for a 
February packed with fun, food, and 
unforgettable moments at the 
Fairfield PAL Teen Center! This 
month, there will be fun with 
programs, amazing partnerships, 
and exciting new activities for teens 
aged 13–18 from Fairfield, Suisun, 
and Travis. Check out the calendar 
full of events such as Cookies & 
Canvas, Boxing & Kajukenbo, Girls 
Circle, TikTok Taste Cooking, Squid 
Games-Inspired Competition, 

games galore and so much more.  

To view the calendar, click here.  

Success with Diabetes Program hosted 
by Touro University 

Touro University California 
Diabetes Services will provide 
the success with diabetes 
program. 

A free in-person 6-week program to help you learn how to live a 
healthier life with diabetes. Sessions are offered in English at 
The Joseph Nelson Community Center located at 611 Village 
Dr., Suisun City, CA 94585 every Wednesday starting March 5 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Sessions are offered in Spanish at Family Health Services 
located at 1119 E Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville, CA 95688 every 
Wednesday starting February 26 at 4 p.m. 

Click here to register for both languages.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe73Oylha-iaVMv5MYxwtk_VWiA8nRcjrdnJuDgHeviyws_-w/viewform?pli=1
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/CASOLANO/2025/01/30/file_attachments/3148198/February%202025.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fdiabetestuca%3Futm_source%3Dqr_code&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc0dad2b4706248ad6d1e08dd40d4a080%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638738004152908247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y12Es%2FsoF%2BOKrr0WdYH9ktqL90rtW5UiAHlLQ9OFv2k%3D&reserved=0


Newly appointed Fairfield Poet Laureate 
Michaely Wyly sworn in 

 

From the city of Fairfield: 

City Clerk Karen Rees administered the Oath of Office to newly 
appointed Fairfield Poet Laureate Michael Wyly during the Fairfield 
City Council meeting on January 21. He will serve a two-year term. 
Former Poet Laureate Suzanne Bruce's term came to an end in 
December, and she passed her pen to Solano College English 
Professor, Michael Wyly. He was chosen as the next Fairfield Poet 
Laureate by the City Council. 

During her tenure as Poet Laureate, Bruce shared her poetry at 
several city council meetings and public events. She also organized 
several events to encourage aspiring poets, with a focus on youth 
poets. These events included Hike & Write’s, open mic’s, readings, 
and an ongoing column in the Daily Republic. Her service has been 
inspirational, and she leaves large shoes for Wyly to fill. 

Wyly is eager to take on the challenge and continue Bruce’s 

legacy of community engagement through poetry. He will 

share an original poem for Black History Month at the 

February 4, 2025, City Council meeting. 

For more information about the current Poet Laureate and events, 
visit www.fairfield.ca.gov/poet. 

Photo credit: City of Fairfield. 

 

http://www.fairfield.ca.gov/poet?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2QT8NXdalwjG19X7QuJfH1tmDLkTIomd52_zkr8DOJ53CynUpheVimPE8_aem_6HND8J65_ZV_n8GQemkHWA


Speaker Series: Cryptology 
Author Ralph Simpson will discuss 
over 2000 years of cipher 
evolution, starting with Julius 
Caesar and continuing to today 
with modern public key 
cryptography. 

Throughout human history, militaries of the world have succeeded 
or failed based on the security of their communications. Mr. 
Simpson will join the Mare Island Historic Park Foundation to 
explain the role of cryptology in that history, what it is, and how it 
has impacted the world. 

This is your chance to not only learn about this fascinating subject, 
but you will also have the opportunity to see and touch a captured 
German Enigma Machine from World War II. 

See the promotional video 
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WON01MNNnB4 

The event will be held on Sunday, March 2, at 3 p.m., inside St. 
Peter's Chapel, 1181 Walnut Avenue on Mare Island in the city 
of Vallejo. 

Tickets can be purchased by clicking here.  

Speaker Series: All Things Organ 
Join the Mare Island Historic 
Park Foundation in “All Things 
Organ” and surround yourselves 
in the resonant and inspiring 
sounds of the beautiful St. 
Peter’s Chapel Pipe Organ, the 
fourth pipe organ installed in 

1966. The chapel organ is carefully and expertly maintained by the 
internationally famous Schoenstein & Co. (Est. 1877), organ 
builders, of Benicia. 

Presenters include the world-renowned Jack Bethards, Chairman 
and Tonal Advisor for Schoenstein & Co., and Bret Barner, a skilled 
chapel organist, who frequently showcases his expertise and 
artistry through organ performances during special chapel events. 
This event will bring together the rich history of the Chapel organ 
accompanied by musical demonstrations that showcase its sublime 
sound. The occasion will highlight the organ’s evolution over time, 
from its inception to its present-day operation, and feature 
performances that exhibit its remarkable tonal capabilities. By 
combining historical context with live music, the event promises to 
be a unique and enriching experience, allowing attendees to 
appreciate the Chapel organ’s beauty and significance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WON01MNNnB4
https://mare-island-historic-park-foundation.square.site/product/speaker-series-cryptology-march-2-2025/127?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=5SNEH3QJH2PKGSERDWH5Q56R


The event will take place on Sunday, April 13, from 4 to 5 p.m., 
at St. Peter's Chapel, 1181 Walnut Avenue on Mare Island in 
the city of Vallejo.  

To purchase tickets, click here.  

City of Fairfield Launches Edible Food 
Recovery Program 

 

Starting in early February, the city of Fairfield Public Works 
Department will launch the Edible Food Recovery (EFR) Program 
in partnership with Solano County. 

This program is a key element of Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383), which 
mandates certain businesses to donate edible food to food 
recovery organizations, such as a food bank, rather than throwing it 
away. The EFR Program aims to help alleviate food insecurity and 
redistribute this recovered food to help feed people in need. 

In December 2024, the City of Fairfield and Solano County entered 
into an agreement for the County to administer the EFR program on 
the City’s behalf. County Environmental Health staff will conduct 
site visits and work with businesses to ensure food donations are 
safely donated and adequately documented. 

Businesses required to participate are categorized as either Tier 1 
or Tier 2 generators, and City staff will assist the County with 
outreach and food recovery efforts for these businesses. The City 
and County have also been in contact with the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa and Solano and plan to work collaboratively to strengthen 
and grow existing food recovery networks. 

For more information about the EFR program visit: 
www.fairfield.ca.gov/sb1383 

https://mare-island-historic-park-foundation.square.site/product/speaker-series-all-things-organ-april-13-2025/126?cp=true&sa=true&sbp=false&q=false&mc_cid=01971cb62c&mc_eid=d8adbf36d4
https://www.fairfield.ca.gov/government/city-departments/public-works/solid-waste-and-recycling/senate-bill-1383


Solano County Water Agency accepting 
entries for Water Awareness Video 
Contest 

 

The Solano County Water Agency is now accepting entries from 
Solano County students in grades 6 through 12 and their 
sponsoring teachers for the Water Agency’s 15th annual video 
contest. Winning entries will receive up to $1,500. 

This year’s theme is The Water Cycle: Why We Need to Think 
Outside the Sink. The contest is challenging students to explore the 
need for Solano County residents to think globally and act locally in 
order to conserve water. 

Students should create a one-minute public service announcement 
video explaining how we can all work together to conserve water on 
a broad scale. In their PSAs, we encourage students to think about 
all the different ways people, industries, and institutions use water, 



and to offer creative conservation steps for individuals and our 
society at-large to take. 

This year, the Solano County Water Agency will award prizes of 
$1,500 to the first-place video, $1,000 to the second-place video, 
and $500 to the third-place video. Additionally, the winning entry 
from each school with ten or more submissions will be awarded a 
$100 gift card. The three teachers who generate the most student 
participation in the contest will each win a $200 gift card. 

Entries will be judged by a panel of water efficiency experts and 
community leaders for content, accuracy, and response to the 
assigned theme; entertainment value and originality; videography, 
style and organization; and audio/sound quality. 

Complete information about the 2025 video contest, water 
conservation information, samples of past winning videos, and the 
2025 entry packet is available by clicking here.  

Entries can be submitted through e-mail to 
Education@solanorcd.org, via Google Drive using the form found 
on the contest website, or on a USB flash drive via US mail or 
delivered in person to the Solano Resource Conservation District 
office in Dixon. 

Release forms and entry forms must accompany video submissions 
in order for them to be considered. 

All entries and paperwork must be received by Tuesday, March 
18, at 5 p.m. 

Contact Shea Kinser at Solano Resource Conservation District at 
shea.kinser@solanorcd.org with questions or for more information. 

GVRD receives Transparency Certificate 
From a GVRD press release: 

The Greater Vallejo Recreation 
District (GVRD) received the 
District Transparency 
Certificate of Excellence by the 
Special District Leadership 
Foundation (SDLF) in 
recognition of its outstanding 
efforts to promote transparency 
and good governance. 

“This award is a testament to Greater Vallejo Recreation District’s 
commitment to open government,” said, Gabriel Lanusse, General 
Manager. “Our staff is to be commended for their contributions that 
empower the public with information and facilitate engagement and 
oversight.” To receive the award Greater Vallejo Recreation District 

https://sites.google.com/view/solanowatervideocontest/


demonstrated the completion of essential governance transparency 
requirements, including conducting ethics training for all board 
members, properly conducting open and public meetings, and filing 
financial transactions and compensation reports to the State 
Controller in a timely manner. 

SDLF is an independent, non-profit organization formed to promote 
good governance and best practices among California’s special 
districts through certification, accreditation, and other recognition 
programs. 

Special districts are independent public agencies that deliver core 
local services to communities, such as Utility, wastewater 
treatment, fire protection, parks and recreation, healthcare, 
sanitation, mosquito abatement, ports, libraries, public cemeteries 
and more. Districts are established by voters and their funding is 
approved by voters to meet specific needs through focused service. 
They can be specially molded to serve large regions or small 
neighborhoods depending on the need. 

For further information on this press release contact the General 
Manager, Gabriel Lanusse at (707) 980-9694 or 
glanusse@gvrd.org. 

Free COVID tests at the Benicia Library 
Free COVID antigen tests are 
available at the Benicia Public 
Library for anyone who needs 
them. Each package contains 
two tests.  

Limit two packages (4 tests) per person per visit while supplies last. 

These tests have been provided by the California Department of 
Public Health.  

The library is located 150 E L Street.  

Red Top Road update 

PG&E recently removed overhead powerlines and poles and de-
energized the meter pedestal. Contractor Mountain Cascade 
removed the main breaker cabinet and foundation, and the last 
median island streetlight was installed. These activities allow for 
developer Seeno to now finish grading the remaining lots, place the 
sound wall, install landscaping, and complete the sidewalk. 

For more information, visit www.fairfield.ca.gov/redtop 

 

http://www.fairfield.ca.gov/redtop


2025 Teen Photo Contest 
Eligibility: Any teen age 12-18 in 
Solano County 

Contest Period: Submit entries 
February 3- March 10 by 9 p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 

Prizes: 

• 10 winning photos (1 from each photo category) will be 
displayed in our library branches. Category winners may 
request to keep the print of their winning photo from the 
library branch of their choice. 

How to Enter: 

• Email: Send your photos to teentechsolano@gmail.com. 
Include your Name, City, photo Category, and Title of 
Photo (optional). 

• Instagram: Use #sclphotocontest2025. Include your 
Name, City, Photo Category, and Title of Photo (optional). 
Important: Make sure your privacy settings allow the 
Instagram account ‘Solanolibrary’ to see your submissions. 

Contest Rules: You may submit one entry per category. Solano 
Library staff or its guest judges shall choose the winners from all 
entrants who have submitted an entry during the submission 
period. Winners shall be selected based upon which submissions 
are the most original, artistic and/or funny expression of the theme 
and category. The decision of the library is final. Prize winners will 
be notified by email or Instagram on or before March 29. Entrants 
will only be eligible to win one category each year. 

Photo Categories 
Architecture 
Album Covers 
Animals 
Food/Drinks 
Library (pictures of the inside/outside of your favorite library) 
Nature 
People & Portraits 
Special Effects 
Sports 
Travel/ Landscapes 

Library Use of Entries: By entering your work, you acknowledge 
that Solano Library shall have the right to use, modify, reproduce, 
publish, display, distribute, or make derivative works of Entry 
Materials for promotional or any other purposes. 

Original Work: You hereby warrant and represent that (a) you own 
all rights to all Entry Materials submitted by you; and (b) all such 



Entry Materials are original works of authorship on your part and 
have not been copied, in whole or in part, from any other work and 
do not violate, misappropriate or infringe any copyright, trademark 
or other proprietary right of any other person or entity. You hereby 
verify that you will provide full written permission of any 
recognizable person, and their guardian if they are a minor, who 
are depicted in your Entry Materials. 

Molly Cares Calling Program 
Thanks to support from the 
Napa/Solano Area Agency on Aging, 
the Molly Cares friendly calling 

program expanded to Solano County in June 2024. 

This no-cost program pairs local seniors with volunteer callers for 
weekly check-in calls, offering companionship and identifying those 
in need of vital resources. 

Through partnerships with local organizations, they help connect 
seniors to essential services, including food, housing, and mental 
health support. 

For more information, visit the website or call (707) 224-8971. 

Solano County jobs 

 

For more information, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.mollysangels.com_programs_molly-2Dcares-2Dsolano%26d%3DDwMF-g%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DuXxnP0WLXjaoKDfNd11E_cEC6RiENhxis9jvbrs5fSg%26m%3D4mu2xEQbmBa-7UNpstgEyHSTUcjMQbZVtXLhHZI89Fqi-Ux6VTQWUy7BNS8k0rRZ%26s%3DZR2Vjp1LFv1x6pLK_-9IJgN-VNt1pzNIsKsgE824EFk%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc92a66d24fab47a539ed08dd3be193fc%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638732562222009135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MCThbfW%2BfzscUy4PnKRvTQHk9O%2FHto3hckAllxKDX2k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/solanocounty


City of Fairfield's Parks and Recreation 
Department hiring 

 

To apply, and/or for more information, click here.  

Dover Park playground area closed in 
February for repairs 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__7tmg8t6ab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001KL5eabiDcBGibAIDfwTydJwzi3-5F7bdenME8HX6BRYd1syiElMvLuLAlcbRzAxVpSTDY-2DyBYwu8HhmnISuiVpSXEWYRXgeHjOIHgiwunL67JcNDKjz7bamOfdYcO8aUX-2DkPjYM1zWGcP-2DwZ4lOGEScta40MdAsVSj-26c-3DT4A9zagA-2DYp08G-5F6dwYHOrpZdzx65B5Bo09XeUmZDoBvHsNehy1Vfw-3D-3D-26ch-3DCy9lbxWCvicAFu8XOrY6KTFWYTR-5FhVHo9yLAsIOtHxWXvaRQPoxKeg-3D-3D%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3D3GFyjiJu2Exf8Nh5UlTqvRUmwsUWcPmMDUZC-FeSFtel65988EkDQ9fBLYRpWZkw%26s%3DTBy78eNBnwXE9XuPL0yWwjZoxkNYi67YHEtrfoLwHSw%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb92bcd49c1624d11b1cc08dd2c26f5e4%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638715268052020315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=94NsfSsF3wAYjGtSgGqtSBiIG82s%2BbdPDUdDF6mSfVE%3D&reserved=0


For more information, contact Gary Sponslor (707) 428-7416. 

Arts Benicia 
Arts Benicia invites the community to two 
new exhibitions, Forma Natura: Nature as 
Source; and In Remembrance: Lowell 
Dalton, Fine Artist and Craftsman. These 
exhibitions will open on Saturday, January 
25, an Opening Reception, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Forma Natura: Nature as Source, juried by Alicia Escott, features 
artists’ representations of the natural world. In the upstairs 
showcase gallery, there will be drawings, watercolors and paintings 
of Lowell Dalton, a longtime friend of Arts Benicia, curated by his 
wife Carol Dalton. 

If you haven’t signed up yet, there is still time to register for the 
upcoming program, Art Talks and Timely Conversations Series: 
Estate Planning for Artists: Ensuring Your Legacy, to be held 
on February 8, 2 to 4 p.m. at the Commanding Officer’s 
Quarters, 1 Commandants Lane. 

Speakers include Julia Schwartz, Sushanna Stern, Keley R. 
Peterson with moderator Ricci Victorio. To register for this program, 
which is free to Arts Benicia Members. To register or buy tickets 
use this link: https://artsbenicia.org/art-talks-and-timely-
conversations-estate-legacy-planning/ 

The Arts Benicia Gallery is located at 1 Commandant’s Lane, 
Benicia, in the Commanding Officer’s Quarters, in the historic 
Benicia Arsenal. Gallery hours are Thursday through Sunday, 1 to 
5 p.m. Visitors are invited to walk throughout the historic mansion 
built in 1860, an important and interesting part of Benicia's history. 
For more information visit https://artsbenicia.org 

Arts Benicia also offers art classes for adults and youth, many of 
which are open to beginners. Consider checking out the new 
classes listed on the Arts Benicia website. For full listings, 
visit https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes. 

Interested in sponsoring a program with Arts Benicia? The support 
of local businesses and donors is essential to the quality and reach 
of the programs. With your sponsorship support, Arts Benicia can 
continue to offer an engaging, diverse array of programs at low or 
no cost to the community. 

To find out more about sponsoring an Arts Benicia exhibition or 
program, please get in touch by emailing info@artsbenicia.org or 
visiting https://artsbenicia.org/sponsorship/ 

https://artsbenicia.org/art-talks-and-timely-conversations-estate-legacy-planning/
https://artsbenicia.org/art-talks-and-timely-conversations-estate-legacy-planning/
https://artsbenicia.org/
https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes
mailto:info@artsbenicia.org
https://artsbenicia.org/sponsorship/


Inquiries? Email info@artsbenicia.org or visit http://artsbenicia.org 

Ekphrastic - Fairfield 

 

For more information, click here.  

 

 

mailto:info@artsbenicia.org
http://artsbenicia.org/
https://www.fvaa-arts.org/shop-2


American Legion National Commander 
Dinner 

 

James A. LaCoursiere Jr. was elected National Commander of The 
American Legion on Aug. 29, 2024, in New Orleans, during the 
105th National Convention. 

An Air Force veteran, LaCoursiere has been a longtime field 
representative for the American Legion Department of 
Connecticut’s Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund, which financially 
assists veterans and their families in need. 

LaCoursiere has held many leadership positions at The American 
Legion post, department (state) and national levels. He is a 
member of American Legion Post 91 in Moosup, Conn. He has also 
served as a national vice commander, Connecticut state 
commander, and chairman of the national Legislative Commission. 



LaCoursiere is married to his wife, Lisa, and has two children 
(Patrick and Meghan), and three stepchildren (Jason, Kaylene and 
the late Johnathan). 

Born to a military family in Honolulu, Hawaii, LaCoursiere attended 
Montville High School where he played junior varsity football, 
varsity football and varsity track. 

As national commander, LaCoursiere is strongly committed to 
raising awareness for The American Legion’s Be the One mission 
to prevent veteran suicide. 

February calendar for Benicia Veterans 
Memorial Hall 
The February calendar of events 
for Benicia Veterans Memorial 
Hall: 

February 2: Groundhog Day 

3 Four Chaplains Day 

4 USO birthday 

5 VFW AND Aux meeting is 1900 hours; Judy’s Hot dogs; Crab 
feed meeting 

7 VFW Hamburgers 

9 Superbowl party, we open at noon, game time after 1500; 
National Salute to Veteran Patients week of 9 to 15 

11 Boys Under the Hood meeting, Hot dogs 

12 AMERICAN LEGION / AUX meet at 1900 hours, Judy’s Hot 
dogs 

14 VFW Auxiliary Hamburgers; Valentine’s Day 

17 President’s Day 

18 House commission meeting 1830 hrs. 

19 SONS AMERICAN LEGION meet at 1900 hours; Judy’s Hot 
dogs; birthday of the United States Coast Guard Reserve 

21 American Legion Hamburgers 28 Sons of The American Legion 
Hamburgers; Ramadan, from Feb. 28 to Mar. 29 



The Benicia Veterans Memorial Hall is located at 1150 1st Street in 
downtown Benicia. 

Winter Shelter at BayNorth Church of 
Christ 
BayNorth Church of Christ 
will be providing a winter 
shelter for city of Fairfield 
residents who are unhoused. 

The winter shelter will 
operate each night through 
March 31, 2025. The intake 
process will be from 6:30 to 
8 pm and the shelter exit 
time will be 6 am each 
morning. Those needing shelter are allowed to line up starting 
at 6 pm. 

The winter shelter will be filled on a first come, first served basis 
each night with a limited capacity of ten. Individuals needing shelter 
must be able to independently manage activities of daily living and 
agree to comply with program guidelines. There will be limited 
space for personal belongings. 

The winter shelter address is 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, and 
the phone number is (707) 260-9794. 

FAST will provide free bus rides to the winter shelter on FAST 
route 3 from 6 to 7 pm Monday-Friday. Those who need a ride 
will need to board the bus at the Fairfield Transportation Center and 
let the driver know they are going to the winter shelter. Exit the bus 
at Solano Town Center, make a left on Pennsylvania Ave. and walk 
one block to Bay North Church of Christ. 

 

Upcoming events in Solano County 

Winged Migration Expo hosted by Vallejo 
Flood and Wastewater District 

Join the Vallejo Flood and 
Wastewater District on 
February 1 and 2 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. for their Winged 
Migration Expo and support the 
community through knowledge 
preservation of the Pacific Flyway 
in California and celebrate its 
birds within the natural world. 



This free event will involve interactive kids' activities, speakers and 
experts, wing-themed art and vendors, and live or virtual tours of 
the island. 

The location is building 34 on Nimitz Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592. 
For more information, visit the website here. 

Teen Writing Contest poetry reading 

 

The Fairfield Civic Center Library is located at 1150 Kentucky 
Street. 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wingedmigrationexpo.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf0500fbc3855431e7cbd08dd1a31fe43%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638695524223761403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rfl8HM8QPaDupiDgb2oX2gizjIxZcLb41CxoKHc0hD0%3D&reserved=0


Benicia Wine & Chocolate Walk 2025 

 

The popular wine and chocolate walk returns! 

Thirty (30) Downtown Benicia businesses will open their doors to 
sample wine and tasty bites. Grab your sweetheart or make it a 
galentines day as you sip, stroll and explore the unique boutiques 
and galleries on First Street. 

Enjoy up to 15 tastes and souvenir glass with over 30 downtown 
locations (and wines) to choose from. Lite bites are served at select 
locations. 

TICKET PRICES: 
Starting January 26, all tickets are $40 each. 
Online tickets sales end January 31 at midnight. 
Day of tickets are sold in-person at 90 First Street while supplies 
last. 

Ticketholders must be age 21 and over. 

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: 

• Check-in starts at 12:30pm at Benicia Main Street, 90 First 
Street. 

• Tasting begins at 1PM. 

• A map of tasting locations, wristband and souvenir glass 
will be provided at check-in. 

• Each ticket holder MUST be present and must show ID at 
check-in. 

• This is a rain or shine event. 

To purchase tickets, click here.  

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/benicia-wine-chocolate-walk-2025-tickets-1119365124219?aff=oddtdtcreator


Black History Month Documentary 

 

Join the Solano County Library for a screening of the documentary 
"100 Years from Mississippi". 

This film is (1hr) and rated NR. Open to all ages, but children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Popcorn and water will be provided. 

The showing will take place from 1:15 to 2:15 p.m., Saturday, 
February 1 at the Suisun City Library, 601 Pintail Drive.  

How We Create Pandemics, From Our 
Bodies to Our Beliefs with Smithsonian 
Curator Sabrina Sholts 

 

Join in for this enlightening presentation with Smithsonian curator 
Sabrina Sholts as she talks about how the very fact of being human 
increases our pandemic risks—and gives us the power to save 
ourselves.  

The COVID-19 pandemic won't be our last—because what makes 
us vulnerable to pandemics also makes us human. That is the 
uncomfortable but all-too-timely message of The Human Disease: 
How We Create Pandemics, From Our Bodies to Our Beliefs, which 



travels through history and around the globe to examine how and 
why pandemics are an inescapable threat of our own making. 
Drawing on dozens of disciplines—from medicine, epidemiology, 
and microbiology to anthropology, sociology, ecology, and 
neuroscience—as well as a unique expertise in public education 
about emerging infectious diseases, biological anthropologist 
Sabrina Sholts identifies the human traits and tendencies that 
double as pandemic liabilities, from the anatomy that defines us to 
the misperceptions that divide us. 

Weaving together a wealth of personal experiences, scientific 
findings, and historical stories, Sholts brings dramatic and much-
needed clarity to one of the most profound challenges we face as a 
species. Though the COVID-19 pandemic looms large in Sholts's 
account, it is, in fact, just one of the many infectious disease events 
explored in The Human Disease. With its expansive, evolutionary 
perspective, the book explains how humanity will continue to face 
new pandemics because humans cause them, by the ways that we 
are and the things that we do. By recognizing our risks, Sholts 
suggests, we can take actions to reduce them. When the next 
pandemic happens, and how bad it becomes, are largely within our 
highly capable human hands—and will be determined by what we 
do with our extraordinary human brains. 

The presentation will take place on Tuesday, February 4 at 11 
a.m. To register, click here.  

Poetry Out Loud 

 

https://libraryc.org/benicialibrary/66304/register


Trash Mob 
The city of Fairfield, in 
partnership with Sullivan 
Language Immersion 
Academy’s Parent Teacher 
Organization are seeking 
volunteers to help with a Trash 
Mob on Saturday, February 8 
from 9 to 11 a.m., along the 
Linear Trail next to the 
school. 

Volunteers can park in the 
school parking lot at 2195 
Union Avenue. 

Snacks, water, and all supplies will be provided. Wear comfortable 
shoes (NO CROCS) and long pants. Public Works will be onsite to 
collect the full trash bags. 
 
Contact Karen Rees to register at krees@fairfield.ca.gov or call 
(707) 428–7767. Volunteers must complete a waiver form. For 
those under age 18, a parent or guardian signature is required. 

Benicia's Third Annual State of the City 
On February 11, from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., the city of Benicia and the 
Benicia Chamber of Commerce will 
host the Third Annual State of the 
City, presented by Mayor Steve 
Young and City Manager Mario 
Giuliani. 

The event will be held at the 
Benicia Clock Tower, 1189 
Washington Street. 

To purchase tickets, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://members.beniciachamber.com/ap/Events/Register/ZRF6EayHgCeC2


State of the City Event to unveil 
“Blueprint for a Brighter Future” 

 

The Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the 
city of Fairfield, invites the community to the State of the City Event, 
"Blueprint for a Brighter Future," on February 20 from 8 to 10 
a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2200 The Courtyard in Fairfield.  

Mayor Catherine "Cat" Moy, City Manager David Gassaway, and 
Chamber President Lisa Bonnington will host the event, which will 
include breakfast, a State of the City presentation, and a panel with 
local business and sector leaders. Discussions will focus on key 
topics such as Fairfield's economic climate, commerce, growth, 
manufacturing, workforce development, and real estate trends.  

Registration is now open for attendees at $55 per person. Space is 
limited, so interested individuals are encouraged to secure their 
spots now.  

Don't miss this unique opportunity to gain a broader perspective of 
the city of Fairfield's achievements and future endeavors.  

For tickets and reservations, click here.  

 

https://fairfieldsuisun.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/8947


Medicare Fundamentals 

 

Join the Health Insurance Counseling & Advocacy Programs 
(HICAP) for a free Medicare education class, the only agency 
authorized by the California Department of Aging, to offer Medicare 
Seminars. HICAP does not sell or endorse insurance products 

Medicare is as “easy” to understand as taxes. Ok, so it’s not so 
easy. Question: Who’s responsibility is your healthcare? Gain a 
detailed understanding of Medicare so you can be more informed 
when you step out there and have to deal with agents and plans. 
We will cover all the parts of inpatient coverage, outpatient 
coverage, prescription plan choices, Medigap supplemental 
products, managed care nuances and more. 

The event will take place on Wednesday, February 26, from 11 
a.m. to noon inside the Benicia Senior Center, 187 E. L Street 

Registration not required.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Open Mare Island 

 

To RSVP, click here.  

Women in Construction 

 

https://mare-island-historic-park-foundation.square.site/product/open-mare-island-self-guided-tours/124?cp=true&sa=true&sbp=false&q=false&mc_cid=01971cb62c&mc_eid=d8adbf36d4


Fairfield Training Center is offering the Women in Construction 
career event happening on Friday, March 21 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in-person at the Fairfield Training Center located at 800 
Chadbourne Rd., Fairfield, CA 94534. 

All people are welcome to attend and must pre-register by Sunday, 
March 9th here. 

Girls on the Rise 

 

On Saturday, March 22, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Solano 
County Event Center will host Girls on the Rise, an inspiring in-
person event designed to empower young women (ages 15–25) to 
explore exciting career paths in Law, STEM, Business, and First 
Responder professions. The Solano County Event Center is 
located at 601 Texas Street in downtown Fairfield. 

This unique event brings together influential women leaders, 
hands-on experiences, and thought-provoking discussions to help 
attendees uncover the limitless possibilities awaiting them in their 
professional journeys. Whether you're a high school student, recent 
graduate, or someone curious about these dynamic fields, Girls on 
the Rise is your gateway to inspiration and discovery. 

Event Highlights: 

1. Connect with Trailblazers: Engage with accomplished 
women leaders who will share their stories, offer career 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=jAfOVJW210qJ1_hJoZJVZtHJse-gfgtAlo7zm3-8az1UQlkySk9LU0dJR0NKNUM1NjI4REVPUUNZUC4u&origin=QRCode&qrcodeorigin=presentation&route=shorturl


guidance, and inspire the next generation of 
changemakers. 

2. Gain Valuable Insights: Learn about diverse career 
opportunities through interactive discussions and 
actionable advice tailored to help you succeed. 

3. Step Inside the Legal World: Experience a courtroom tour 
to gain a firsthand understanding of the legal system and 
how it shapes our communities. 

This second annual event is proudly supported by the Solano 
Superior Court, the Solano County Bar Association, and the Solano 
Commission for Women and Girls. 

To Register, scan the QR code above. 

For more information, contact Julie Hilt at (707) 290-0955 
or SCBA@SolanoBar.org 

 

Events I attended this week 

Friday, January 24, I attended the Benicia Chamber of Commerce 
installation dinner held at the Clock Tower. The event is always fun 
to say "Hi!" to old friends and meet new people. 

Monday, January 27, I attended the Vallejo Community Session 
featuring the Vallejo Police Department Evaluator Team from the 
DOJ. I listened to the community express their displeasure with 
what is happening with the police. 

Tuesday, January 28, I attended the Community Open House 
hosted by Sancerra. The event was held at the Norman King 
Center. There were pictures of a proposed residential development, 
‘Vista Cove” in the Glen Cove community. There were no 
brochures.  No Q&A with the developers in front of the group.  One 
could talk with management at each of the designs presented. I 
took pictures of each design proposed. The attendees were not 
happy.  Communication about this event was very 
spotty.  Concerns over the fire station, water and traffic. Thoughts 
that could have been addressed in a group setting but this meeting 
was not set up for this. Interesting is my word. I enjoyed meeting 
new people. 

Wednesday, January 29, one of the new committees that I was 
appointed to serve on by the Board of Supervisors is the Bay Area 
Air District Board of Directors. The group meets the first 
Wednesday of each month from 10 a.m. to 1:30 pm. I was very 
lucky that this Wednesday’s meeting was held at Cal 
Maritime.  Lucky because I love this institution and lucky because it 
was an easy drive. This meeting ended at 5 p.m. 

mailto:SCBA@SolanoBar.org


Thursday morning, January 30, I attend the graduation ceremony 
for our students who attend the Evergreen Academy. I am always 
happy to see our students receive their high school diplomas. It is 
exciting to think of what their next chapter in life will be. 

Thursday night, I attended the screening of Stripped for Parts; 
American Journalism on the Brink, held at Cal Maritime. I meet the 
Filmmaker Rick Goldsmith. There was a reception and after the film 
a Q&A session. The evening was delightful.  

Food for thought: What happens when our local newspapers are 
gone? Who is watching the school board meetings, and city council 
meetings and reporting on the decisions made for example? I 
enjoyed the movie and the Q&A. If you ever have a chance to 
watch the movie, make the effort. The key word is democracy. The 
First Amendment mentions Freedom of the Press. 

 

Filmmaker Rick Goldsmith answers questions from Cal Maritime 
Lecturer Jennifer Metz following the screening of Stripped for Parts; 
American Journalism on the Brink, held at Cal Maritime, on 
Thursday, January 30. Photo: John Glidden  

 

Looking for a job? Consider these links 

If you or someone you know is looking for a job, please consider a 
career with Solano County. Click HERE to access the website and 
follow on Facebook @SolanoCountyJobs. Please also consider 
these other employment resources, including: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY OF BENICIA 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTMuNjk3ODI1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zb2xhbm9jb3VudHkuY29tL2RlcHRzL2hyL3JlY3J1aXRtZW50X25fc2VsZWN0aW9uLyJ9.OhhItjubMwCGr6grOutnaU8X8-2DZFq0RUMVp5Mvq5894_s_1174389203_br_152602863731-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAA%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DBUbnpVWqqrbMTe6fEBHjn91hYOUSTeLIyCzyl_ooueEGKcxmjVSsFq29Ozdgjaq7%26s%3DJO_LrZNkymGeN1Ytm1Ron8pk1evr1lKKjItVSLLRTrs%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7C873b7347c54d4517c7af08daf5a96f6f%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638092405351382379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oswyNDUsjAtdXXultjCYitnhi9TLaC9MTQXIfwiKPFo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTMuNjk3ODI1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vU29sYW5vQ291bnR5Sm9icy8ifQ.l04HnJpPfCbFB0oyN5YN85T2ovuXtrStlbfvENIvUU0_s_1174389203_br_152602863731-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAA%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DBUbnpVWqqrbMTe6fEBHjn91hYOUSTeLIyCzyl_ooueEGKcxmjVSsFq29Ozdgjaq7%26s%3DUJacBkvcW-PWOO_qzDpgJvSiA5OTyQiglWNKaWQ0isc%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7C873b7347c54d4517c7af08daf5a96f6f%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638092405351382379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UmV2hlGAU86rMFiPUsaDmh9bMlKPGlU8YE%2BruMPZZNU%3D&reserved=0
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Newsletter photo 

The view from the Cal Maritime campus in South Vallejo. Photo: 
John Glidden 

 

 

 
First elected in 2016, Monica represents 
District 2 on the Solano County Board of 
Supervisors. District 2 encompasses the 
city of Benicia, the portion of Vallejo south 
of Georgia Street, Mare Island, Cordelia, 
Green Valley and a portion of Fairfield.  
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