Location __Strides_____________________   Date: __4/30/08____________________


MHSA Housing  Focus Group Questions
All figures visual estimate based on raised hands
Number  _35___                    Male __20_____   female __15______

Ages 20-30  ___5_____   31-40 ____15______    41-50 __10______Over 50 __5______

Where do you live now   W/ Family __4_____    B&C/R&B  __20______

Shared Apartment ___6_______  Own apartment  __3________  W/friends ___2_____

Now would you tell me a story about a time when you felt you had good housing -   What made it good.  If you never had good housing tell me what good housing would be like for you?
Individual stories were not feasible in a large group.

2 people referred to living in subsidized housing.  One liked townhouses.                                          

Key concerns:

· How much would it cost?  Affordable rent

· Access to transportation.

· Utilities paid.

· Where and how can they sign up? They are passionate about wanting better housing and they want it now or at least tomorrow.
· Individuals wanted to be sure there was housing in Vallejo, Fairfield, and Vacaville

Would you rather have your own apartment or a place you share with a roommate or two in which each of you have your own bedroom?  Why?
Most of those speaking preferred a one bedroom or studio apartment.  No roommate.  
The type of housing that MHSA will create is called supportive housing – That means that it comes with some services to help you live there successfully.  What services would help you live in an apartment?
No clear expression of the type of services needed.  Recognized a need for services but could not define the services.  Suggestions:

· medication management

· Transportation (both access to public transportation and some form of additional transportation needed).

· Cleaning and laundry assistance.

