Location __NOD Vallejo   Date: __5/29/08____________________


MHSA Focus Group Questions
All figures visual estimate based on raised hands
Number  ___                    Male _8____   female ___2_____

Ages 20-30  ___1____   31-40 ____5_____    41-50 ___3___  Over 50 ___1_____

Where do you live now   W/ Family ___1____    B&C/R&B  __9______

Shared Apartment __________   Own apartment   __________  W/friends    _____

Now would you tell me a story about a time when you felt you had good housing -   What made it good.  If you never had good housing tell me what good housing would be like for you?
· Lived in rental with family. 
· Total independence

· Ability to cook for himself

· Ability to set one’s own hours

· Lived independently in apartment  

· Liked independence

· Like convenience of laundry facilities

· Lived in B&C with 10 others

· Liked others/got along well

· Had his own room for privacy

Concerns from current/past residences

· Does not want to be “in a program”.  Want to be totally independent.  After much discussion about services being voluntary, several participants agreed that having services available would be a good thing – just so they weren’t a program with people checking up on them.  
·  Transportation was raised as an issue.  Would like to have transportation to doctors’ appointments.  

· Must be located on bus line and near shopping
· Several individuals were concerned about whether they would be able to get housing because of bad credit or criminal records.  Housing property manager needs to be willing to provide a second chance.
Preferences

· Studio or one bedroom apartment preferred

· Some indicated they would not mind sharing if they had their own room.
· Others liked privacy

· Several individuals said they would like a community room.

· This could be a recreation room with a pool table.

· Several indicated they would like a swimming pool.

· Rents must be low - 30% of income seemed agreeable.

Services

· The group displayed no strong feelings about services that would be required to support them in housing. .
· It seemed as if other supportive services would have to be sold to them. Several were adamant about not wanting to be “in a program”.
