Location __NOD Fairfield__________   Date: __5/27/08____________________


MHSA Focus Group Questions
All figures visual estimate based on raised hands
Number  ___                    Male _2_____   female ___2_____

Ages 20-30  ________   31-40 ____2_____    41-50 ___1_____Over 50 ___1_____

Where do you live now   W/ Family _______    B&C/R&B  __4______

Shared Apartment __________   Own apartment   __________  W/friends    _____

Now would you tell me a story about a time when you felt you had good housing -   What made it good.  If you never had good housing tell me what good housing would be like for you?
Lived in Alamo Gardens.  Liked large rooms, open space, single story design.

Lived in rented mother-in-law cottage – liked privacy, comfort, and yard with ability to garden.

R&B works well except for overly restrictive rules.

Concerns from current/past residences

· Does not want to be identified as an illness rather than a person.

· Restrictive rules often perceived as being treated as a child. They do not promote recovery and wellness. 
· Control especially over visitors is a big concern.
· Smoking should be permitted but non-smoking space should be available.

· If in rehabilitated buildings want to be sure all utilities are up to code. The group expressed a preference for new construction projects.
· Rent due date should be coordinated with arrival of SSI checks. Payee needs time to get check to property manager.
Preferences

· Studio or one bedroom apartment preferred

· Some reported difficulties with roommates
· Others liked privacy

· Housing should be near transportation and shopping. Location is a key element.
· Laundry room should be accessible - not down 3 flights of stairs.
· There was a preference for being part of a mixed affordable housing development rather than MHSA only.
Services

· The group displayed no strong feelings about services that would be required to support them in housing.  They asked if there would be groups and/or a tenants’ council. 

· They expressed some interest in transportation to medical appointments etc. 
· It seemed as if other supportive services would have to be sold to them. They were not resistant just complacent.
